





VETERINARY MEDICINE DEPT, 


THE 


AH Weekly Journal 


VETERINARY RECORD 


for the Profession. 


FounpDep spy Wit1t1am HontIna, F.R.C.V.S8. 





No. 1611. 


MAY 24, IgIQ. 


VoL. XXXII. 





Tar MAINTENANCE OF THE REGISTER R.C.V.S. 


Last week we printed an official letter from Mr. 
Bullock, our Registrar, written ‘“ on the instructions 
of the President,” reminding members returning to 
civil life of the necessity of notifying him of their 
new addresses. The issue of voting papers is men- 
tioned as a special reason for the appeal ; but there 
are other and much less temporary ones. Consid- 
ering the number of men already demobilised, the 
probability of others soon to follow, and the well- 
known carelessness of members regarding changes 
of address, the Registrar seems likely to have a more 
troublesome year’s work than he has yet had. In 
normal times, he cannot bring the Register to its 
maximum of possible accuracy without some help 
from the members. That help is more necessary 
now than ever, and many whose own addresses are 
not in question may be able to give it. It should 
not be forgotten that the Statutory evidence of a 
man’s qualification is the presence of his name on 
the Register. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS IN Pustic LIFE. 


A notification that Mr. G. Gair, of Conon Bridge, 
Dingwall, who is already a J.P., has been elected 
upon the Ross-shire Education Authority, appeared 
in our pages last week. He headed a list of seven 
successful candidates, which included two members 
of the medical profession and one of the clerical. 
This is another illustration of the not sufficiently 
recognised truth that, whenever a veterinary 
surgeon is willing to enter the public life of his 
district and is capable of discharging the duties, his 
profession is no bar to his entrance. The truth has 
been proved often enough all over the country; but 
not so often as it would have been had not members 
generally been so lukewarm in these matters. There 
is no doubt that we have ourselves largely to blame 
for the slight part we have hitherto played in local 
public life. Admittance to it depends upon a con- 
sensus of local opinion as to the individual’s fitness 
for the duties—that is the one test. A veterinary 
surgeon has as good opportunities of becoming 
widely known in his district as any man; and, if he 
is also favourably known, a share in its public life is 
at his choice. One of the just reproaches of the 
profession to-day is that the choice of the great 
majority of us has always been to keep out of public 
life and work. There are many who could enter it 
at any moment; but while nearly all refuse it the 
profession can hardly play the part in our national 
life that it might do. All honour to the few pioneers 
like Mr. Gair, who set a good example to their less 
public-spirited colleagues, 


THE VALUE OF READING, 


The main object of most men in attending courses 
of instruction at a Veterinary College is to obtain 
sufficient knowledge to satisfy the examiners. Many 
men do very little study after receiving the diploma, 
and men have been met who boasted that they had 
not opened a book since they left college, and others 
have admitted that they did not read because they 
could learn nothing from books, as most of the 
writers were not practical men. 

The term “ practical man’’ is one very difficult to 
define, but “practical” is certainly not synonymous 
with wellinformed. The practical man may handle 
his patients well, and attend to them in what he 
considers the one and only manner, and he may 
have learned much from experience ; but what is all 
this worth if he has not compared his experience 
with that of others? No one considers he knows 
all that is to be known concerning the veterinary 
art—this would be the height of presumption—and 
if such a person does exist he is to be pitied. 

An address was given to students by a professor 
on the true aims of education, and in that address 
the central idea was that students and others had 
to “learn how to learn.” That phrase has stuck to 
me, although it is nearly twenty years since I heard 
it used first. 

There is very little to be gained by taking only a 
narrow survey of any subject. Our outlook and 
our reading must essentially be as wide as possible. 
Some men—more especially during war—are extra 
hard-worked and have very little time for reading. 
It does not depend upon the amount read; what 
really matters is the amount assimilated, and that 
left to give food for thought. I is a great mistake 
for a professional man to stick only to literature 

rtaining to his profession, as much can be learned 
in works dealing with travel, biography and history. 
Fiction also serves to refresh the tired mind. 
Veterinarians possess a good secondary education, 
and it behoves us to continue to build on the 
foundation laid during our school days. 

A veterinary surgeon, known to the writer, who 
was highly successful in practice and in financial 
affairs, attended to his practice from 7.30 a.m., to 
5 p.m., and his leisure was occupied with the news- 
papers and love stories. There is an old couplet :— 


“Ease without occupation is not rest’ 
“A mind quite vacant is a mind distrest.”’ 


Wide reading has very many advantages. Much 
information that is of considerable interest and im- 
portance to student and practitioners does not ap- 
pear in professional papers, and one requires to read 





mapy and various publications to keep up-to date, 
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Those who have a knowledge of languages derive 
considerable benefit from the study of foreign text- 
books and papers. Many more veterinarians in this 
country should read American veterinary papers. 
The advertiesments that appear in them will repay 
close perusal. What strikes one most in reading 
the American veterinary publications is the way in 
which the meetings of association are conducted. 
The American Veterinary Medical Association has 
nearly 3000 ordinary members and there are 28 
honorary members, four of these being well known 
Britishers namely, Hoare, Hobday, M’Fadyean and 
Stockman. There is no way of telling from the re- 
ports how many British graduates are members. 

A few notes on how the Americans conduct their 
meetings may be of interest, The following is a 
brief summary of a meeting held in January 1918, 
at Ithaca. The subjects for discussion on the first 
day were :— 

The veterinarian and conservation. 

Lesions in spavins and their significance, (illus- 
trated by lantern slides). 

Digestive action of the mouth secretion of the horse. 

Garbage feeding, and the care of garbage fed swine. 

The work of the Bureau of Animal Industry and 
the War. 

Treatment of retained placenta. 

Retained placenta and its consequences. 

Work of the State food Commission. 

Live stock production and the veterinarian. 


In the evening a smoking concert was held. The 
papers on the second day were :— 


Tuberculosis of the generative organs. 

The actual cautery for chronic inflammation of ten- 
dons and tondon sheaths of the leg of the horse. 
The organisation of a Veterinary Corps for the 

National Army. 
The economic and military necessity of an Army 
Veterinary service. 


At all meetings there are clinical demonstrations | : 


and the following is a list of the cases shown at a 

meeting. 

(1) A black mare affected with high ringbone on 
both fore limbs was presented and double median 
neurectomy was performed. 

(2) A fibroma at the point of shoulder was removed 
from a black gelding. 

(3) A bitch was presented for oophorectomy. The 
hyoscine-morphine-cactin anzsthetic was used. 

(4) A pig with prolapse of the rectum and a sow 
with hernia were also presented. 


The clinic occupies the whole afternoon of the 
second day. 

We have nothing similar to that here, and the 
above example of an American veterinary meeting 
is given to show the value of reading. Had we not 
read of these things, we probably would still have 
been in utter ignorance of them. 

Reading is of immense value to those whose duties 
include the writing of reports. Books are the di- 
rect source of instruction, solace, wisdom and rec- 
reation ; they are the food of the mind and the spirit. 





The following wish, written in the 16th century 
expresses the sentiments of the writer of these notes, 


‘May I a small house and a large garden have,” 
“ And a few friends and many books.” 


‘‘ LAMANCRA ” 








A Srpeie METHOD FOR THE DETECTION OF SMALL 
Parasitic WORMS IN THE FIELD. 


The writer has drawn attention* to the unneces- 
sary prevalence of worm infestation among young 
stock. Often a number of animals die before the 
condition is recognized. One reason for this is that 
many of the worms are too small to be seen readily 
by the unaided eye, especially when they are mixed 
with the contents of the stomach or intestines. 

A simple method for the detection of some of 
these smaller worms is as follows:—Take up with a 
knife a scraping from the mucous membrane and 
spread it lightly as a thin moist film upon a piece of 
glass—window glass will do, but a microscopical 
slide is safer to handle. The smear should then be 
held up between the eye and the light when many 
of the worms can be seen as characteristic wavy, 
curved or straight lines, grey, greyish yellow or 
brownish red in colour, and tapering at one or both 
ends. The use of a pocket magnifying glass aids 
the detection of the worms. The smear can also be 
examined against a dark surface e.g., that of a bowler 
hat. 

In the case of ruminants a good place to see the 
worms is under the folds of the abomasum. 

The same method may be adapted to the exami- 
nation of the feces from suspected cases, but the 
parasites will be fewer in number and a longer ex- 
amination will be necessary. 


Dept. of Pathology D. C. MaTHEson. 
Royal (Dick) Vet., Coll: Edinburgh. 








CLINICAL CASES. 
By J. H. Parker, Faringdon. 


ScroTaL HERNIA. 


Subject : Yearling Shire colt: cost 48 guineas as 
sucker last Malmesbury sale. Owner stated he 
was a bit full in scrotum when purchased, but 
thought it had disappeared. Cast him for castration 
in May and carefully examined him; could find 
nothing wrong, but warned the owner that bowel 
might descend when testicle was removed. Orders 
to risk it. Immediately the testicle (left) was 
exposed, small intestine followed. The colt kept 
heaving, and soon the left sac was full of bowel and 
up to the size of a child’s head. We removed the 
testicle by actual cautery, carefully sealed up the 
blood vessels, sutured the operation wound. We 
then drew the skin up as tight as possible and 
darned up the scrotum with interrupted sutures as 





* The Scottish Journal of Agric., Vol.,ii No. 2, Apr. 19’ p. 243 
The North British Agriculturist Feb. 20 1919, p. 117. 
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high as possible, and after making sure all the 
bowel was returned, put a wooden clamp on in- 
cluding skin and everything. The colt was allowed 
to rise, and commenced feeding. Two days after- 
wards a messenger came to say they thought the 
bowel had descended again, but it was only the 
swelling caused by the clam. Six days afterwards 
a post-card stated the colt was doing well, and the 
clam was coming off. It came off on the seventh 
day. On the ninth day a message stated the colt 
to be “all of a heap.” I found that the hernia 
operation had been a success; but the colt had 
developed lockjaw, and he died two days afterwards, 
in spite of the fact that he had been drenched with 
disinfectants twice a day since the clam was applied. 


Pirrnc. 


Last November an urgent message came to see a 
cow “with yards of piping hanging from her 
behind,” and he didn’t know what it was, although 
he said the cow seemed alright otherwise. I went 
next morning, and found it had all come away, and 
that it was the small intestine of a sheep, about 
four yards, which she must have swallowed and 
passed right through her. It was very fetid, and 
on my arrival the ducks were tucking it into them 
with evident enjoyment. 








THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.—SouTHEeRN Brancu]. 





A General Meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C., on Thursday, May Ist, at 7 o'clock, 
Professor G H Wooldridge (resident) in the Chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book :—. 
Messrs. E. L. Stroud, J. Rowe, F.G. Samson, H. D. 
Jones, H. King, H.C. P. King, W.N. Thompson, J. 
W. McIntosh, A. E. Willett, J. Willett, R. C. Irving, 
W. R. Clarke, G. H. Livesey, P.W.D. Smith, W. F. 
Widden, W. Perryman, G. P. Male, and Hugh A. 
MacCormack. Hon. Sec. 

Visitors: Capt. J. McAnulty, Vety. Corps, U.S.A., 
2nd Lieut. J. J. Marten, Vety. Corps, U.S.A., Capt. J. 
B. Leitch, a.a.v.F., Maj. P. J. Simpson, R.a.v.c., Gilles 
de Kock and J. Bell. 

Minutes. It was decided that the minutes of the 
previous meeting, which had not yet been published, 
should be taken as read. 

Correspondence. The Secrerary read letters from 
Messrs. J. B. Buxton, S. H. Slocock, and J. C. Coleman 
regretting their absence from the meeting. Also a 
letter from the Royal Sanitary Institute requesting the 
Society to send a delegate or delegates to their next 
meeting on July 28—August 2nd, at Newcastile-on-Tyne. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Section (5) of the letter, 
referring to a conference of veterinary inspectors, was 
the section which was of particular interest to the 
Fellows as veterinary surgeons. 

After discussion it was decided, on the motion of Mr. 
Willett, seconded by Mr. Stroud, that the consideration 
of the appointment of delegates to the Conference of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute should be postponed to the 
next meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN reported to the meeting that the 
Council had decided to make a donation of Twenty 
Guineas to the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Relief Fund, and 
a donation of Two Guineas to the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. 





The meetirg then passed a vote of sympathy with the 
relatives of two Fellows of the Society who had recently 
died, Mr. Woodger and Mr. Heatley. A _ vote of 
sympathy with Mr. Foreman, who had recently lost his 
wife, was also passed. The Secretary was instructed to 
communicate the sympathies of the meeting to the 
relatives, 

Nomination. Major Percy Simpson, D.s.0., was nom- 
inated for Fellowship and will come up for election at 
the next meeting. 

Fatty F £cgs. 


The RrestpEnT invited Mr. Livesey to make a further 
statement with regard to the case which he had men- 
tioned at the last meeting, of a dog which had been 
passing fatty stools. 

Mr. Livesey announced that the dog in question had 
made an uneventful recovery, which he did not attribute 
to any drugs or treatment of his, beyond good nursing 
and sticking to the diet of meat and such food as 
Benger’s Food, and the avoidance of fatty substances 
such as bread and margarine. He could not account 
for the illness ; he did not know its cause, but he sup- 
posed it was caused by some temporary cessation of the 
action of the pancreas. If any further development of 
the trouble should occur he would report it to the 
Society, as he thought it an interesting case, the origin 
of which it was very difficult to explain. 


“ SomE OBSERVATIONS ON EQUINE INFLUENZA” 
by Mr. G. P. MALE, M.R.C.v.s. 
DIscussION. 


Mr. THompson, said he thought Mr. Male was to be 
congratulated on his most interesting peat. He would 
deal with the ten questions which Mr. Male had specially 
raised in their order. 

The first head was the cause. He did not think many 
members could go further than Mr. Male had gone, 
because they were more or less in the hands of the 
pathologists, and the generally accepted theory at the 
present time was that it was due to an ultra-visible 
organism. That was the exciting cause. The pre-dis- 
posing causes, undoubtedly, were of some importance. 
Any cause, which interfered with the animal economy, 
subjects it to be affected by the immediate cause, 
whatever it might be, of influenza ; that applied to any- 
thing which tended to debilitate the animal. Of pre- 
disposing causes,exposure to cold was said to be one. He 
disagreed that that was one of the pre-disposing causes, 
although he agreed generally with the others. He did 
not think that an animal which was in good health 
otherwise and fit, would be moreeliable to the disease 
from exposure to the sold. 

The second question is : “What is the relationship be- 
tween so-called influenza and contagious pneumonia!” 
Mr. Male had given the opinion of Mr. Watkins-Pitchford 
on that subject, and he practically came to the conclusion 
that there was no such thing as contagious pnefmonia— 
in fact, that it was an idiopathic condition, and that it 
was preceded in the majority of cases by catarrh which 
was not infectious. If that was so he (the speaker ) 
could not see that there was any connection between 
influenza and contagious pneumonia. Whether the con- 
dition which was said to accompany influenza or to suc- 
ceed influenza was due to the same cause, of course he 
could not say. As he had seen it, he thought pneumonia 
was not a very constant complication of influenza. He 
had said that before at a meeting of the Society, and 
others did not seem to agree with him. But he had 


thought that there might be reasons for it. Many —_ 
included under the term “influenza” almost any catarrhal 
inflammation of the tracheal mucous membrane, such 
as the so-called “horse dealer’s fever,” which he was 
glad to see Mr. Male thought was due to the streptococcus 
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of strangles, because that was a view he (the speaker ) 
had expressed before the Society about two years ago: 
ordinary coryza, ordinary laryngitis and pharyngitis is 
called influenza. In fact he saw a report not very long 
ago in which acatarrhal condition was called “an influ- 
enza cold,” which was really, he thought, due to ordinary 
catarrhal fever, or to strangles infection. That sort of 
thing occurred frequently in horses, and with that con- 
dition one did get pneumonia and pleurisy ; but he had 
very seldom seen pneumonia follow influenza. He had 
often wondered why that was so, as it seemed contrary 
to the experience of others. For one thing, the horses 
with which he was concerned were under veterinary 
supervision. Immediately a suspicious case was ob- 
served, instructions were issued that all horses which 
appeared off colour from any cause were inspected before 
they were sent out to work. Other reasons for infre- 
quency of pneumonia were probably that the cases were 
treated very early ; the horses with which he was con- 
cerned were, generally speaking, in hard, fit condition. 
He had Col. Watkins-Vitchford’s report before him, in 
which it was said : “ Recent observations now suggest 
. of the disease as one of an idiopathic nature rather 
than a specific nature, or perhaps standing mid-way be- 
tween the two categories.” What was meant by that 
he, (the speaker) really did not know,—“ being due to 
the agency of an organism being present in but not 
patho, enic to the normal horse” (reading to the words) 
‘which habits it.” Then further on in the summary he 
says: “The great majority of cases of specific pneu- 
monia are preceded by an inflammation of the nasal 
membrane, constituting the condition known as catarrh” 
(reading to the words) “ horse to horse.” 

He found it practically impossible to infect horses suf- 
fering from so-called contagious pneumonia by cohabi- 
tation. Horses were put together and were fed out of 
nose which other dha with discharge had had on, 
and did not become infected. He (the s)eaker) thought 
that if those findings were accepted—and they were 
quoted by Mr. Male—he did not see how there could be 
any connection ; he thought it was due to the debility 
caused by influenza, and probably accelerated by work- 
ing the animal when it is not fit, or to not putting the 
horses under proper hygienic conditions, and thus 
weaken the natural defences of the animal. 

“Ts the pneumonia a secondary infection or a primary 
disease?” He had given his opinion on that. 

The fourth question, “What conditions predispose 
towards it?” he had also dealt with. The seasons of 
the year probably had something to do with it ; the ma- 
jority of cases occurred in the spring and the fall of the 
year—both seasons when the horse’s vitality was low. 

Fifth, as to the period of incubation, he had a good 
many records of influenza, and he had intended to tab- 
ulate some temperature charts and other records, but 
time had not permitted. He had found on looking into 
his records that an increase in the number of cases 
occurred every six or eight days, but whether that.was 
any guide he did not know. The first cases in an out- 
break were a mild, and if taken early the horses 
would soon be back at work. He had also noticed that 
horses had gone off their feed about a week before an 
outbreak occurred. He thought it was well known that 
the first cases of influenza were generally mild ; towards 
the middle of the outbreak the cases were considerably 
worse, and then dwindled down in intensity, and similar- 

ly with the number of cases. 

“How is the disease contracted He had not much 
to say on that question. He had under one roof from 


q ” 


400 to 600 horses, and that was the stable where more 
of the trouble occurred. He could not say that the 
stable was very hygienic ; it was under railway arches, 
and very difficult to ventilate properly. There were in 
all about 26 arches, each arch holding about 24 horses. 





The horses stood between bales ; it was very rarely that 
a horse standing on either side of the horse which had 
had influenza came in with influenza, The cases occurred 
here and there throughout the stable ; he did not think 
that immediate contact was necessary for the disease to 
be contracted. He thought that :erial contamination 
was the method by which the disease was carried. 

On the seventh question, “ How long can an animal 
be infective ?”, he could offer no opinion. Mr. Male had 
said that some animals act as carriers, owing to diseased 
foci being left in the lungs. That, he supposed, was pre- 
suming hat the lung symptoms were due to the same 
cause as influenza, which he (the speaker) thought was 
very doubtful. He rather regarded influenza as a sort 
of toxemia. 

With regard to the methods of treatment, he thought 
the most successful methods were practically those given 
by a medical man before the British Medical Associ- 
ation—‘‘Go to bed and stay there.” He immediately 

ut his cases into a large box, leaving the top door open. 

e did not use drugs much ; he often gave four to six 
ounces of Epsom salts, which might be repeated for two 
or three days. Any complications which occurred were 
treated as they cropped up. One got rheumatoid com- 
plications; metastatic lameness and muscular tender- 
ness; arthritic symptoms sometimes occurred; also 
nervous symptoms, due probably to an infection or affec- 
tion of the meninges, which respond more or less to 
time and treatment with Pot. iod. and Nuc. vomic. As 
a rule when one put the horsesin a loose box they would 
lie down, sometimes for hours together. They are off 
their feed, and gradually return to it in two days or so ; 
he questioned whether it was wise to get them to fe 
too early. In many cases there was a catarrh of the 
mucous membrane of the bowel, probably of the duod- 
enum, and of the bile-duct; he thought some of the 
colouring of membrane was due to the absorption of bile, 
due to the blocking of the bile-duct or through the swel- 
ling of the duodenum. He did not use many drugs. In 
his time he had probably used all the drugs in the 
pharmacopeia ; but he found his present methods chea- 
per and better. Strychnine he used if heart symptoms 
occurred ; if a horse does not come on to his feed a little 
carbonate of ammonia usually brings him on ; if he did 
not do as well as he ought afterwards, a little iron or 
gentian might help. Each case had to be dealt with on 
its merits ; he did not think any hard-and-fast rule could 
be set. : 

(Juestion 9 was: “Is there any known method of 
inoculation which could be recommended as preventive 
or curative?” He had very little experience of preven- 
tive inoculation, but he did not think much benefit was 
derived from that. A colleague inoculated a lot of 
horses, and his results were set out in the following let- 
ter: “I tried a certain influenza vaccine prophylactic at 
Bristol during a bad attack. I took one stable and did 
every horse, but the result was not satisfactory. Most 
of the stable contracted the disease. We had 80 cases 
out of a stud of 115. This is my only experience of vac- 
cine for influenza.” 

In reply to the tenth question—“Is there any evidence 
pointing to contagion or infection from animals to man, 
or vice versa?” he remarked that although there had 
been a lot of influenza among human beings for some 
months, until a few weeks ago there had , the racti- 
cally no influenza among horses. He had noticed, how- 
ever, that when there had been influenza among the 
horses there werenomore stablemen away ill than usual ; 
and during the epidemic among human beings, although 
a good many men were away, there was no influenza 
among the horses. He would not say that the two had 
not occurred together; but certainly there was no 
marked connection between the outbreak among the 
horses and increased illness among the men. 
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Mr. W. PERRYMAN said the feature of the paper that 
had struck him was that Mr. Male seemed to be dealing 
a good deal more with pneumonia than with influenza. 
He was in agreement with Mr. Thompson rather than 
Mr. Male. He thought that as seen in London, influenza 
or “pink-eye” wasa very distinctive disease from pleuro- 
pneumonia, and that if one got pleuro-pneumonia it was 
quite a secondary complication ; and while he was not 
by any means a bacteriologist, he would say the organ- 
isms were quite different in the two diseases. As Mr. 
Thompson had stated, if influenza cases were placed 
under good hygienic conditions, one seldom got compli- 
cations of pneumonia ; for that reason he thought the 
two complaints were distinct. One did get pneumonia, 
he thought more of the bronchial character than the 
croupous pneumonia or consolidated form. He also 
agreed with Mr. Thompson that one fact tending to 
prove that influenza was not so contagious from one 
animal to another by direct contact, is that one fre- 
quently found one animal in one corner of a stable 
affected, and another on the other side. If if was en- 
tirely of a pneumonic character he would expect the 
next horses to get it. If one got contagious pneumonia, 
which generally seemed to him to be pleuro-pneumonia, 
one got several cases following rapidly in the same stud, 
and one got them at a time when one had not seen any 
cases of so-called pink-eye. [or that reason he would 
certainly look upon them as two very different diseases. 
Many of the symptoms were different. In cases of 
pleuro-pneumonia one frequently found advanced con- 
solidation of the lung itself before noticing anything 
very wrong with the horse; whereas in “pink-eye” or in- 
fluenza there was a very severe train of symptoms, such 
as high fever and the swelling of the eye-lids, limbs, etc. 
In pleuro-pneumonia those distressing symptoms seldom 
occurred. There might be slightly increased breathing ; 
but when one auscultated the chest it would be found 
that the disease had progressed very rapidly. 

He thought there was general agreement as to the 
predisposing causes: bad hygienic conditions, overwork, 
debility. The incubation period, he thought might be 
better demonstrated in a‘general practice than in Mr. 
Thompson’s case. Where one went into a stud and saw 
a case of “pink-eye,” and that was the first case, on 
watching carefully one would undoubtedly find that in 
about a week the second or more cases occurred. He 
generally reckoned about eight days as the period of 
incubation. 

With regard to how the disease influenza was con- 
tracted, he regarded inhalation as the chief cause, for 
the reason that cases occurred scattered about different 
parts of a stable. : 

He agreed with Mr. Thompson that in treatment, 
fresh air was perhaps the most important thing ; also 
warmth, clothing, and if any drugs were used they 
should be stimulants, with a laxative. He had used 
stimulants, such as digitalis, nux vomica, etc., in the 
later stages, especially where the horse showed signs of 
depression through being worked while the disease was 
in progress. The giving of iodine was mentioned in the 
paper. He thought iodine was a splendid drug, but he 
fia not agree with the large amount of iodine mentioned 
in the paper, because that given internally would set up 
a good deal of irritation in the bowels. He personally 
never gave more than about 10 grains in a bolus. He 
thought larger doses would certainly set up irritability 
in the bowels, and would also result in iodism-of the 
system, and salivation. He had seen that once in a case 
of polyuria, the animal had colic with it; and the 
symptoms were very distressing. He also gave heavy 
doses of bi-carbonate of soda with the iodine, because 
he thought it was sedative to the mucous membrane. 

On the question of infection of the human being—he 
had never felt very nervous about it himself. He 





thought if it were very infective to the human subject 
many veterinary surgeons would get it. He had not 
noticed that the men who attended to the horses con- 
tracted the disease. 

He did not think that inoculation was of any use, 
and never tried it. 

Mr. McINnTosH said with regard to the cause of in- 
fluenza he had nothing to say a that the contagion 
appeared to be extremely volatile and spreads with 
enormous rapidity once it gets a hold in a stud of horses. 

He was in agreement with Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Perryman that influenza and contagious pneumonia 
were separate and distinct ailments. Whilst there were 
certain symptoms common to both diseases there were 
others quite diagnostic. Influenza is characterised by 
its epizootic nature, rapid spread, high temperature and 
great depression with digestive implications. Further 
there is slight catarrh of the nasal chambers ; the organs 
of respiration were seldom involved, provided the dis- 
ease is detected a its onset and proper precautions are 
then taken. 

Contagious pneumonia, on the other hand, occurs 
enzootically, does not spread with the same rapidity, 
depression is not ao so pronounced, the organs of 
respiration are primarily involved and digestive im- 
plications are very rare. Influenza is a mild complaint 
as compared with contagious pneumonia. 

He agreed as to the predisposing causes which had 
been mentioned, except with regard to cold. He con- 
sidered that mild muggy weather was much more likely 
to favour an outbreak than mere cold. 

As to the incubation period, it was experimentally 
about five days, but naturally it varied very consider- 
ably according to the resisting powers of the animal, 
ae | might extend to ten or even fourteen days. 

He thought it was possible for an animal which had 
to all appearances recovered from influenza to be a 
source of infection to others for many weeks afterwards, 
and possibly for a month or two. Cases were recorded 
where sires had conveyed the disease to mares twelve 
months after having had the complaint. 

In the treatment, he used very few medicines. Good 
nursing, attention to ventilation and comfort generally, 
careful dieting, were practically all that was needed. 
If the disease is not discovered at the onset, and the 
animal is worked during the initial stage, complications 
may arise. If there is great depression and cardiac de- 
bility, he generally gave injections of strychnine hydro- 
chlor. or perhaps digitalis. In gastric affections possibly 
a saline, or a little calomel with enemas. 

In all outbreaks of influenza he had the temperatures 
of his stud taken morning and nifght with a view to de- 
tecting the disease at its first onset. 

Mr. Irvine said his experience had been that the 
heavy cart horses had been much more liable to the 
disease than the lighter breeds; the thoroughbred 
suffered least of all. He had seen horses out at grass, 
away from all infection, contract the disease. He had 
had cases such as Mr. McIntosh had mentioned, where 
the horse suffered from muscular ailments afterwards ; 
a great many horses became shiverers after it. 

r. DE Kock said he felt honoured to be invited by 
the President of the Society to address the meeting. 
He had been working with Sir Arnold Theiler, at the 
Veterinary Research Ceberetate Pretoria, for about five 
years, and during that period there had been several 
outbreaks of what has been styled “Infectious Catarrhal 
Fever of Horses.” It was of a very infectious nature 
and spread through the country with great rapidity, 
affecting most of the animals. They did not feel recon- 
ciled to call it “ pink-eye” for the reason that the disease 
started with catarrhal symptoms, and lacked that 
marked depression which was one of the characteristics 
in equine influenza, and also the peculiar colouration of 
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the conjunctival mucous membrane to which the dis- 
case owes its popular name. [ 

This infectious catarrh was generally recognised in 
the morning by examining the charts of the horses in 
the various experiments, when a rapid rise of temper- 
ature was evidenced, sometimes going up to 105 and 
even 106. It remained irregularly remittent for quite a 
number of days and then dropped down to normal. 
Sometimes a relapse may be observed, somewhat re- 
sembling the initial stages of a subacute form of “Equine 
Infectious Anaemia.” With the rise of temperature 
catarrhal symptoms become evident, beginning as a 
slight serous discharge from the nostrils which with the 
progress of the disease becomes more purulent in char- 
acter. Further there does not seem to be much impair- 
ment. Occasionally slight fever was shown with only 
slight serous discharge from the nostrils. 

he disease was of a fairly mild nature in South 
Africa. They never had a case of post-mortem. There 
ad only been as far as he can remember two cases of 
deaths, these being complications in the form of Pur- 
pura Hiemorrhagica. ‘The nature of the disease was not 
investigated on account of insufficient staff. 

In speaking of Infectious Pneumonia, he would like 
to mention an experience of Sir Arnold himself, which 
happened before the Anglo-Boer War at the State 
Artillery Barracks. A specific infectious pneumonia of 
a severe character affected a great number of the horses, 
and with a fairly high mortality. At post mortem a 
croupous pneumonia was evidenced. There was no sign 
of equine influenza at that time. On the other hand it 
must be remembered that pneumonia often occurs as a 
sequel in many of the other debilitating diseases, such 
as Nuttalliosis, equine infectious anaemia, etc., and on 
post mortem one meets with a broncho-pneumonia which 
sometimes becomes gangrenous. e did not know 
“pink eye” himself, but he took it from Sir Arnold that 
it differed from what they called the infectious catarrhal 
pneumonia. In the latter case the respiratory tract was 
mainly affected. It might be a form of strangles and in 
a few cases a streptococcus had been observed. Of course 
the etiology of influenza and all the different pneumonias 
had not been properly investigated and needs further 
research work. 

Lieut. MARTEN, U.8.A., Veterinary Corps, said he had 
not read the pease ; he had glanced over it ; but he had 
listened to the discussion with great interest. They had 
what they called influenza in the States, and the symp- 
toms were as outlined. They had found that most of 
the influenza broke out in Army camps ; it did not occur 
so much in civilian life. He ulways thought the disease 
was due to debility caused by the animals being shipped 
for two, or three, or four days by railroad. He had read 
an opinion that the cause of influenza was in the ani- 
mal’s body all the time, and that when the animal be- 
came debilitated the infection became more prominent, 
and the animal got influenza or catarrhal fever. He 
found that pneumonia often followed influenza. He 
thought that contagious pneumonia and influenza were 
quite different diseases. He agreed that heavy draught 
horses were more subject to the disease than lighter 
breeds. He did not co much medicine ; hygienic con- 
ditions, and plenty of fresh air and fresh drinking water 
formed the treatment. Occasionally he gave nux 
vomica or gentian to build up the appetite, and if the 
animals were very weak strychnine might be given. He 
had used a good many serums, but iad not found them 
very effective—though of course the serum companies 
claimed they were very good. (Laughter) 

Capt. Lerron, Australian Veterinary Corps, said he 
felt some embarrassment in addressing a meeting of that 
kind on such a subject, but he might give an account of 
one or two experiences he had met with. About five or 
six years before the war there had been a bad outbreak 





of the disease in Melbourne and the provincial towns of 
Victoria. About 80 per cent of all the horses in those 
towns were affected, and the commerce of those cities 
was tied up for a week or ten days. The treatment had 
been simply stimulants and tonics where necessary, the 
main part of the treatment was to take the horse off 
work as early as possible ;if they went on working they 
nearly all died, but if they were taken off work, not one 
died. Veterinary surgeons was rather few and far be- 
tween out there, but that was the opinion of all of them. 
With regard to the catarrh mentioned by Mr. de Kock, 
he had seen that in Africa. During the war, in Cairo 
he had a large remount depot ; he was there 16 months, 
and there was a very bad outbreak. The practice was 
to put all the affected animals into one kraal, and the 
thing died out in ten days’ time. That was the only 
thing to do when one bad to deal with 700 or 800 horses ; 
there was very little white labour, though there was 
plenty of black. He did not know whether the pneu- 
monia which occurred on board ship came within the 
scope of the discussion, but he had experience of the 
disease on three voyages. In his opinion it was an en- 
tirely different disease frominfluenza. In one outbreak, 
out of 780 horses on the way to Africa, only one died ; 
in another instance only two were lost out of 600; in 
another instance one was lost out of three or four hun- 
dred. As soon as he found the temperature going up he 
had cold water thrown over the animals, kept going all 
the time, so as to reduce the temperature as quickly as 
possible, and generally he found that in a day or two 
they were on their feet again. That was all he ever did, 
and he thought that was why he got good results. 

Mr. F. G. Samson said he agreed with practically all 
the symptoms as described by Mr. Male. He thought 
that bad cases of influenza were due wholly and solely 
to keeping the horse working toolong. He thought the 
more serious attacks occurred in the towns, rather than 
in the country. He remembered a case of a racehorse, 
the property of the late Mr. Edward Wragg. All he 
did in that case, as far as treatment was concerned, was 
to turn the horse into a paddock and leave him there a 
few hours twice daily when warm and fine. He believed 
he did have one good dose of mustard on his chest and 
sides. It was a good plan to pay — to the bowels. 
Epsom salts had been mentioned. e much preferred 
Glauber’s salts to Epsom salts ; he found that Glauber’s 
salts was much less depressing, and did not remain 
about the system so op He believed a good mustard 
plaster to the sides of a horse was a very good thing ; if 
circulation was bad and the breathing accelerated. He 
knew some eminent men said it was irritating ; so it 
might be, but he knew it warmed them up and set the 
circulation going. He believed in carbonate of ammonia 
in cases where the animals got low ; a drachm, or two 
drachms with gentian twice a day, or three times if 
necessary. Another very good thing to do was to lead 
the horse out two or three times a day, even if it was 
only for a few yards or so ; it assisted the circulation, 
and prevented the infiltration into the legs. He thought 

neumonia was quite a different disease from influenza. 
He had had nothing to do with vaccines at all. 

Major P. J. Sumpson said he thought influenza and 
contagious pneumonia were —— separate diseases. 
He remembered one unfortunate outbreak of pneumonia 
when he took a shipload of horses out to Egypt in 
1915.—It was not such a happy ge = as Capt. Leitch 
had described.—Curiously enough, the boat was a new 
one ; it had never had a horse in it before. The horses 
were all healthy when the trip started; but the first 
death occurred within three days of leaving England, 
and that was only the first of several. That was un- 


doubtedly contagious pneumonia. He also remembered 
when the yeomanry were mobilised at Reading for the 
South African War, their departure was delayed by an 
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outbreak of influenza in the stables there and although 
pneumonia occurred as a complication the cases pre- 
sented very different apnptemne to the outbreak on 
board ship. He found that when animals were kept in 
the open the disease did not occur ; he had practically 
none during the present war. He had experience in 
Egypt of the catarrh referred to by Capt. Leitch, and 
the method of treatment was the same as had been re- 
ferred to ; the affected animals were put into a separate 
kraal. The horses all came out perfectly well, and not 
a grain of drug was given to them. He did not think 
that cold was a pre-disposing cause of influenza ;_ill- 
ventilation of dine was a much more potent cause. 

The PRESIDENT in closing the discussion said he 
thought Mr. Male in his excellent paper had purposel 
put up some opinions to be hit at. The point whic 
interested him most was the question of the identity or 
otherwise of influenza and contagious pneumonia in the 
horse. He held very strongly that the two diseases 
were quite separate and distinct. His opinion was 
based mainly on the difference between the symptoms. 
In his experience, in influenza in the horse, intense de- 
»ression was the most predominant feature, accompanied 
” loss of appetite, followed in a day or two by elevation 
of temperature. In the case of contagious pneumonia 
it was just the reverse. The horse did not go off its feed 
until he had a high temperature, very often for 24 hours, 
or even 48, or sometimes three days ; often the disease 
was not noticed for some tlme. In the case of influenza 
it was impossible not to notice that the horse was ill. 
Again, the character of the pulse and the circulation 
differed considerably. In intluenza there was a soft, 
slow, sluggish, drawn-out pulse ; whereas in contagious 
pneumonia there was a pulse of good tone, more of the 
characteristic febrile pulse that is described as “full 
and bounding.” In influenza there often occurred com- 
plications such as catarrh of the alimentary tract, and 
cedema of the limbs ; and he had not come across either 
of those complications in contagious pneumonia. An- 
other complication met with in influenza but not in 
contagious pneumonia, is jaundice. With regard to the 
quotation from Hutyra, he considered that the fact that 
no one had yet artificially produced pneumonia was no 
argument that it did not exist as a separate disease ; it 
was simply begging the question. He thought most 
members would agree that pneumonia might occur sec- 
ondarily as a complication of influenza, but when it did 
occur it was not etiologically the same disease as that 

enerally regarded as contagious pneumonia of the 
so hen pneumonia occurred as a sequel to influ- 
enza, it was brought about by a variety of organisms ; 
it was sometimes due to the streptococcus, and some- 
times to the ovoid bacillus. 

The cause of the croupous pneumonia which occurred 
sometimes primarily was not yet determined, but the 
organism usually present in greatest numbers was the 
ovoid bacillus described by Ligniéres. On the Continent 
the principal view held was that what we call contagious 
pneumonia is simply a pectoral form of influenza, but 
that view was not widely accepted in this country, 
especially amongst practitioners with wide clinical ex- 
perience of both conditions. 

As to the transmissibility or otherwise of the disease 
from animals to man, he had not yet found any evidence 
that the disease was so transmitted, and in his view 
there was no association between the two influenzas. 

Questions have been asked with regard to the mus- 
cular and nervous complications sometimes met with in 
influenza. He had seen them frequently, and in 
thoroughbreds especially it was not uncommon to get a 
rolling gait ani a weakness of the loins that almost sug- 
gested kidney or spinal complications. He attributed 
that to general debility rather than to spinal affection. 


It was similar to staggering in dogs with great debility 
in uncomplicated but severe distemper. 








In the treatment, in cases either of influenza or con- 
tagious pneumonia where there was a commencing very 
high temperature, it was a good plan to use some anti- 

yretic to reduce the temperature as quickly as possible ; 

e an ge salicylate of soda or acetosalicylic acid, in 
2-drachm doses, applied to the tongue with treacle, and 
repeated perhaps twice or three times in the course of 
two days. When that was discontinued, either simple 
Salines, or if there was much debility hypodermic in- 
jections of strychnine or digitalin would be found use- 
ful. His experience of vaccines corresponded with that 
of other members who had spoken—he had not found 
any benefit from their use. 


REPLY. 


Mr. MALE said that the object of the paper, as the 
President had remarked, was to promote discussion, and 
if possible to arrive at some definite conclusion on the 
points he had brought forward. There were some things 
= which every one was agreed — which was something. 
They were agreed about fresh air ; about the giving of 
Epsom salts to the horse as a laxative ; most members 
were agreed as to the use of stimulants and not depress- 
ants ; although Prof. Wooldridge had mentioned aceto- 
salicylates, which he (the speaker ) rather regarded as 
too depressing in influenza, in view of the heart’s action 
being already so depressed. He had expected to get a 
wigging for discarding quinine so abruptly. Quinine 
seemed to have been a shect-anchor for many years, and 
so he had taken the trouble last night of looking up the 
authorities on the action of quinine, and he had found 
that it was a great ae in every way. It depres- 
sed respiration, and if given in large doses it paralysed 
it altogether ; it depressed the action of the heart, and 
it decreased the action of the white blood corpuscles ; 
but as no one had advanced the giving of quinine his 
labour of love in looking up the authorities had proved 
to be unnecessary. Most members were also agreed 
that the vaccines were of little use. They were all 
agreed that the temperatures should be taken frequently, 
and that any horse with a high tempprature should be 
stopped from work—that if a horse was worked he 
would get pneumonia. 

But members were not agreed at all as to whether 
pneumonia was a complication of influenza, or whether 
it was a separate disease. He was really very disapoint- 
ed at the arguments put up against the theory which he 
had tried to propound in his paper. Nearly every speak- 
er had peti that they were entirely different diseases, 
but there were only two speakers who gave any reason 
for that view. The others were men who had a great 
experience of horses, and whose opidions he valued very 
highly ; and they admitted that their stables were hygi- 
enic, that they took the horse’s temperature, that in fact 
they did not give the horses a chance to get the pneu- 
monia, and they all made the remark that they thought 
it was a secondary complication. Well, that wag what 
he had contended all the way through ; that it was the 
influenza organism that weakened the defences of the 
body, and that the horse, if he was put under certain 
adverse couditions, was rendered liable to the attacks 
of the pneumonia organism, which in some outbreaks 
took on an increased virulence, whereupon the pneumo- 
nia rapidly developed—masked the symptoms of influ- 
enza in some cases. That was what occurred in thé out- 
break he had quoted. The typical symptoms of influ- 
enza, and what were laid down as the typical symptoms 
of contagious pneumonia, all occurred in the same out- 
break. 

The PresipenT said that with Mr. Male’s permission 
he would like to add one point which had slipped his 
mind, tending to show that cones pneumonia might 
occur absolutely independently of influenza. If it was 
always a ——— following on influenza, 
there must always be first the preliminary attack of in- 
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fluénza, which must last several days, after which the 
prieumonia would develop ; but in numerous cases in his 
personal experience there had been no such preliminary 


stage. 

Nr. MALE said he would take Prof. Wooldridge’s 

ints seriatim. His first point was that in cases of in- 

uenza the horse was off his feed, and that was the first 
symptom ; whereas in contagious pneumonia the horse 
fed well. All the other members who had spoken had 
borne him (the speaker) out that, as in contagious pneu- 
monia, a rising température was the first symptom of 
influenza and for that reason had advised frequent taking 
of temperatures. In so-called cases of contagious pneu- 
monia that he had dealt with, one of the first signs no- 
ticed was that the horse was off his feed, as in the case 
of influenza (but in both diseases a rise in temperature 
was to be looked for ). 

Then the President made a strong point with regard 
to the pulse, which he had made also in a paper before 
another Society. The authorities generally agreed with 
his (the speaker’s) observations, that the pulse in influ- 
enza was a hard, quick pulse, such as Prof. Wooldridge 
had described in pneumonia. (Who could imagine a 
horse with a temperature of 106° with a slow, full pulse). 
He thought that disposed of that point. (laughter) 
Then with regard to catarrh, the President had said 
that catarrh occurred in influenza; he was not clear 
whether he meant nasal catarrh as well as abdominal 
catarrh and swelling of the limbs ; whereas neither of 
those symptoms occurred in contagious pneumonia. 
Now it was established that in influenza catarrh affec- 
ted most of the organs, the respiratory tract and the ab- 
dominal tract, and there was a discharge from the nose 
in many cases. In Law’s table of diagnostic symptoms 
of the two diseases he said that in contagious pneumonia 
there was discharge from the nose, and that in both cases 
it was yellow, and his own observations confirmed this. 

The PrestpEnT said that he did not refer to nasal 
catarrh at all ; it was intestinal catarrh which was absent 
in pneumonia. 

{r. MALE replied that the catarrh affecting the bowels 
in contagious pneumonia was even more marked than in 
influenza ; a horse often got severe diarrhcea also, and 
when those symptoms occurred the horse would prob- 


~_ die. 
he PRESIDENT said that was so in a moribund horse, 
but not in a horse in a typical condition. 

Mr. MALE said that the catarrh of the bowel was typ- 
ical of contagious pneumonia, even if diarrhcea did not 
occur. Catarrh of the bile-duct also occurred, as was 
proved by the bilious condition of the membranes, The 
post-mortem lesions in a horse which had died of influ- 
enza complicated with pneumonia were identieal with 
those where a horse died of so-called a pneu- 
monia. Freidberger and Fréhner, Laws, Hutyra and 
Marec, all dgreed on that point. With regard to swel- 
lings, in the case of the outbreak he had quoted ( which 
the President thought was om a pneumonia) om | 
of the horses got swelling of the limbs ; so that if Prof. 
Wooldridge contended that that was an outbreak of 
contagious pneumonia, then he would have to admit that 
the swellings in the limbs were symptomatic of contag- 
ious poeumonia. Some authorities described contagious 

neumonia under a special head, and under that special 
head oy described the symptoms of ——e of the 
legs—in fact there was another arecers given for that. 
The points which Prof. Wooldridge had pointed out as 
diagnostic symptoms disagreed with his (the speaker’s 
observations), they disagreed with some of the other 
speakers’ observations, and they disagreed with most of 
the ‘authorities he had consulted ; so that as far as he 
could see no points had been brought forward which 
held water to refute the suggestions he had made! 
(Laughter.) 





With regard to the transmission of the infection from 
horses to man, he was rather interested in the recent 
outbreak in human beings ; and having had influenza, 
and watched other people have it, it struck him ver 
forcibly that the disease was practically identical wit 
that occurring in the horse. Most medical men agreed 
that pneumonia was a secondary complication to in- 
fluenza, as he thought was the case with the horse. 
There was considerable Joubt as to the cause of influenza 
in the human subject. Pfeiffer had found and described 
a bacillus, but it was very doubtful at present as to 
whether that really caused the disease ; medical men 
inclined to the view that the cause of the disease was an 
ultra-microscopic organism. He had a letter from a 
np hieangrne © of the College—he would not mention 

is name—which said: “I personally thoroughly en- 
dorse all you have written.” A Professor known to the 
members had told him that he had observed what he 
thought were cases of infection from horses to man. So 
that there was some evidence to support his suggestion. 
Of course, as in many other diseases, the conditions 
must be suitable for infection. In the outbreak of in- 
fluenza among human beings the increased virulence, he 
had no doubt, was due to increased herding of people 
owing tothe war. In the same way with horses, there 
would be the increased virulence of the organism which 
caused the lung symptoms, with also possibly the in- 
fluenza virus; and if the men were put under those 
adverse conditions then he thought there might be a 
chance of their becoming infected from the horse ; but 
he hoped experiments would be made to prove or dis- 
prove that. He noticed that most of the authorities in 
the text-books said there was absolutely no connection ; 
that Pfeiffer found a bacillus, and therefore there was no 
connection between the two. That was the chief argu- 
ment they advanced as to there being no infection from 
horse to man—-because Pfeiffer found a bacillus ; but 
Pfeiffer’s bacillus had got rather into bad repute recently, 
so that possibly the text-book would be revised in its 
next edition. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Male for his paper was car- 
ried with acclamation. 


LETTER FROM Mr, LESLIE Scort, K.v., M.P. 


The PRESIDENT inquired whether members desired 
that Mr. Leslie Scott’s letter should be returned to him 
for amplification of the points he had raised, or whether 
they would like to appoint a small committee to go into 
the matter and bring recommendations forward. 

Mr. WiLuetT said he thought a small committee 
might be formed to go into the matter after Mr. Leslie 
Scott had been heard from again, and bring its conclu- 
sions before the next meeting. 

Mr. McIntTosu thought that Mr. Leslie Scott could 

ive no further information ; the points were quite clear, 
The knew what he meant. 

The PRESIDENT thought it was not quite clear what 
he did mean. 1 

Mr. IrvING said it was by no means clear; it was 
altogether too indefinite. He proposed that Mr. Leslie 
Scott should be written to, and asked to elaborate his 
questions, and give a definite statement as to what he 
Enea to do before the Society discussed the matter. 

r. Willett formally seconded, and this course was 
agreed to. 

Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 








NORTH OF IRELAND V.M.A. 


The following resolution was passed by the Council 
of the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association 
at their meeting held in Belfast on the 12th May 1919 :-— 

“That having carefully considered the proposed Bill 

of the National Master Farriers Association, we are de- 
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termined to oppose it by every means in our power, as 
it threatens to interfere with the rights of veterinary 
surgeons to conduct the business of horseshoeing. And 
we beg to suggest to the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, that a committee be formed to 
look after the interests of our profession in the passage 
of the Bill.” 

“That they also wish to express themselves in entire 
sympathy with the Anwsthetics Bill at present before 
Parliament, and trust that its passage may be secured.” 


May Street, J. Ewina JOHNSTON, M.B.E., M.R.C.V.S. 
Belfast, 15th May. President 





THE DIGNITY OF THE PROFESSION. 
To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 


The following advertisement for a Veterinary Inspec- 
tor in lieu of the late Mr. E. Manwell, m.r.c.v.s., deserves 
publication. 

It shows in what light the Local Authority sanctioned 
by the Veterinary branch of the Irish Department of 
Agriculture views the administration of the Diseases of 
Animals Act. 

Is it any wonder that notifyable diseases are preva- 
ient even more so than the weekly returns lead one to 
suppose.— Yours faithfully, 

Kells, Co. Meath, J. Fox, M.R.C.V.S, 


Meats Country Counci.: APPOINTMENT OF 
VETERINARY INSPECTOR. 


“The Meath County Council will at their Quarterly 
Meeting to be held on Monday, 26th May, 1919, at ele- 
ven o’clock in the forenoon, at the County Hall, Navan, 
consider applications and appoint a Veterinary Inspec 
tor under the Diseases of Animals Acts for the Ardee 
No. 2 Rural District of County Meath. 

The person = will receive a salary of £15 per 
annum, same to be in full discharge of all duties to be 
performed by him under the Diseases of Animals Acts 
or Orders in Council thereunder now in force, or which 
may hereafter be enacted ; or under any direction of the 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction, 
or the Local Authority or its Executive Committee undag 
the said Acts, and to include mileage or attendance at 
such Fairs and Markets as may be required. 

It will be necessary that the person appointed reside 
within the area comprised by the Ardee Union. 

Appointment to be subject to the approval of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. 

Applications will be received not later than eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon on Monday, 26th May, 1919 


Personal attendance of candidates necessary at time of | = 


election. By Order, 


County Hall, _JOHN J. GRENNAN, Secretary. 
Navan, 28th April, 1919. 





“CONSULTATIONS, ADVICE, ETC.” 
Sir,—The following inscription appears on a board 
attached to a little house in the main thoroughfare of a 
town near Reigate :— 
H. P. Ren, 
late R.A.V.C. 
Consultations, advice &c. in special cases by 
expert veterinary surgeon arranged. 


I am sending the above to the pe College of Vet-|A 


erinary Surgeons in the hope they will communicate with 


the Army Veterinary Department, but in the meantime 
it behoves all members of the profession to watch for 
such sign boards as above, as gancnesy after the great 
war is bound to be rampant.— 


The Gables, Reigate, 
May 17. 


am, Yours faithfully, 
Cuas. A. Squatr. 





Dear Sir,—“ Fools rush in where Angels fear to tread” 
and I daresay I shall draw down the wrath of the might 
unknown if you care to print this protest ; but why all 
these pen names, Dagonet, Diogenes, etc., why should a 
man be ashamed of his own name! Personally I am 
only a poor, dense and doubtless misguided country 
practitioner, but I am never inclined to place much value 
on opinions expressed over a pseudonym and I believe 
there are many others of the same way of thinking. 

All this froth arises because I have just been reading 
“Dagonet” in yours of May 3rd ; now, I have had the 

leasure of meeting both Mr. J. Willett and Mr. 
cIntosh and can place a definite value on their opin- 
ions but Mr. D, well of course he is only an unknown 
shadow.— Yours truly, 
Lechlade, Glos. 
May 20. 


J.R. BAXTER 





THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE. 
Patron : His Majesty the King. 


Congress at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, July 28th to 
August 2nd, 1918. i © at the invitation of the 
Mayor and Corporation. President of the Congress : 
His Grace the Duke of Northumberland. 

The arrangements for the meeting will include :— 
President’s Inaugural Address. Lecture to the Congress. 
Popular Lecture. 

Sectional Meetings for the reading and discussion of 
papers relating to :—Sanitary Science and Pre- 
ventive Medicine. Engineering and Architecture. 
Hygiene of Maternity and Child Welfare. Personal 
and Domestic Hygiene. Industrial Hygiene. 

Conferences: Representatives of Sanitary Authorities. 
Representatives of Port Sanitary Authoritles. Med- 
ical Officers ofj Health. Engineers aud Surveyors. 
Veterinary Inspectors. Sanitary Inspectors and 
Health Visitors. 


It is proposed to arrange in connection with the 
meeting a Health Exhibition specially illustrating 
Hygiene of Infants and Child Welfare ; Housing, in- 
cluding laying out of estates, planning, materials and 
construction, fittings and appliances ; Ship Sanitation, 
etc., as well as matters relating to Municipal Sanitation 
and Domestic Health and Comfort. 

Visits are arranged during the Congress to Water 
Works, Sew Disposal Works, Isolation and other 
Hospitals, and other places of Sanitary interest 


ANIMALS (ANESTHETICS). 


A Bill to make further provision for the Protection of 
Animals from Cruelty. Presented by Lieut.-Col. Walter 
Guinness, supported 4 Lieut.-Col. Archer-Shee, Sir 
Frederick Banbury, r. Bottomley, Mr. Butcher, 
Major a Lieut.-Col. Greene, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, Mr. T. P. O’Connor, Major O’ Neill, Mr. 
John Jones and Sir Philip Magous. 


1—(1) If any person shall subject or cause or procure, 
or being the owner permit to be subjected an animal to 
an operation ape yA the regulations contained in 
this section, he shall be guilty of an offence under fhis 


ct. 

(2)—(a) A horse shall not be subjected to any 
operation specified in the First Schedule to this Act, 
and a dog shall not be subjected to any operation 
specified in the Second Schedule to this Act, unless the 
animal during the whole of the operation is under the 
influence of some general anzsthetic of sufficient pewer 
to prevent the animal feeling pain. 


~ 
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(6) A horse two years old and over shall not be sub- 
jected to the operation of castration unless during the 
whole of the operation he is under the influence of some 
general ancesthetic of sufficient power to prevent him 
from feeling pain. 

(c) A horse shall not be subjected to any operation 
specified in the Third Schedule to this Act unless during 
the whole of the a it is under the influence of 
some general anzsthetic or some local anesthetic being, 
in either case, of sufficient power to prevent it feeling 
pain. 

2—(1) Any person who is guilty of an offence under 
this Act shall be liable on summary conviction in 
respect of the first offence to a fine not exceeding five 
pounds, and in respect of any second or subsequent 
offence to a fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds, or 
alternatively, or in addition thereto, to be imprisoned 
with or without hard labour for any term not exceeding 
three months. 

(2) An appeal shall lie from any conviction or order 
by a court of summary jurisdiction under this Act to 
quarter sessions. 


3—(1) The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries may» 
by order made subject to the provisions of this section, 
add ps | other operation to the operations specified in 
any schedule to this Act, and any operation so added 
shall be deemed to be an operation specified in that 
schedule, and the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
may also by order made as aforesaid exténd any pro- 
vision of this Act to any domestic animal to which it 
does not at the time apply, with such modifications or 
additions as may appear to that Board to be necessary. 

(2) The draft of any such order shall be published for 


a period of two months before the order is made, and. 


the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries during that 
period shall receive and consider any representations 
made to them with respect to the order by any persons 
appearing to them to be interested in the subject of the 
order. 

(3) The order, when made, shall forthwith be laid 
before Parliament, and shall not take effect until it has 
so lain for thirty days before each House of Parliament, 
being days upon which that House has sat, and if a 
resolution is passed by either House before the ex- 
piration of such days declaring that the order be 
annulled, the order shall not take effect, but if no such 
resolution is passed the order shall take effect on such 
day after the expiration of the last day on which any 
such resolution might have been passed as the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries may appoint. 


4 In this Act, except the context otherwise requires» 
the expression “dog” includes and bitch, sapling, or 

Uppy “general anssthetic” shall include ‘chloral 
- rate, and in the case of a dog morphine. 

ScHEDULEs. 

First Schedule. Radical operation for quittor. Line 
firing. Operation for stripping the wall of the hoof or 
sole. Radical operation for poll evil. Radical operation 


for fistulous withers. Ovariotomy. Laparotomy. 
Second Schedule. Castration. Ovariotomy. Lapar- 


otomy 
Third Schedule. Neurectomy or unnerving. Enu- 
cleation of the eyeball. Trephining. 


MEMORANDUM. 


The Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876, provided for the 
use of anesthetics in the case of all experiments calcu- 
lated to cause pain. There is, however, no restriction 
of any kind on operations performed in the ordinary 
course ot from research. 

This Bill would make it an offence to perform certain 


scheduled operations on horses and dogs without the 


use of an anesthetic. It would not interfere with the 
present practice of castrating colts, but would make an 
anzsthetic compulsory when this operation is performed 
on horses two years old and upwards. 

The schedules deal only with operations on horses and 
dogs, but the Bill would empower the Board of Agri- 
culture to order the use of anesthetics for such other 
operations on domestic animals as might be thought 
advisable after full enquiry, and after laying a draft 
order for thirty days ww do each House of Parliament. 





In the House of Commons, May 2. 

Lt.-Col. WALTER GUINNESS, in moving the second 
reading, said :— 

“The advance of medical science has not brought any 
alleviation of suffering to animals in the way that it has 
to human beings. It has, indeed, too often greatly in- 
creased their sufferings, because there are now performed 
on animals surgical operations which were never dream- 
ed of in the days before the discovery of anwsthetics 
revolutionised surgery. There are, no doubt, many 
humane owners who make a point of demanding the use 
of anvesthetics for their animals, but in the enormous 
majority of cases horses and dogs do not have the 
benefit of anesthetics in the complicated and severe 
operations in which they would invariably be used as a 
matter of course in the case of human beings. This Bill 
has never been discussed in the House of Commons, but 
it has been very considerably discussed in the country, 
and has been modified to meet the views of agriculturists 
and of the veterinary profession. I first drafted a Bill 
on this subject in 1912, as the result of myself seeing a 
great many veterinary operations at the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and elsewhere. In its original 
form the Bill, besides making anzsthetics compulsory 
in the case of certain scheduled operations, forbade the 
castration of pigs and bulls over the age of six months 
except in the case of disease. This was strongly opposed 
by agriculturists, and to meet their views I reintroduced 
the Bill in 1913 without the provision as to pigs and 
bulls, and, in the case of horses, limiting the compulsory 
Wse of anvesthetics to the gelding of two-year-olds and 
upwards, where, owing to the larger size of the blood 
vessels, the operation is more protracted and painful 
than in the case of colts. In 1913 the Cattle Diseases 
Committee of the Central Chamber of Agriculture wrote 
approving of the Bill in its amended form. Clause 3 
would enable the Board of Agriculture to extend the 
Schedules and to apply them to other domestic animals, 
after fulfilling certain necessary provisions to secure 
that agricultural interests are not forgotten. Il-luck 
in the ballot prevented any progress with the Bill in 
1913, and in 1914 further changes were made in the 
scheduled operations to meet criticisms which had been 
developed by a very considerable correspondence im the 
columns of the ‘ Veterinary Record,’ the ‘ Veterinary 
News,’ the ‘ Veterinary Journal,’ and elsewhere. The 
proposal in its present form has been very carefully dis- 
cussed, and it is the result of an agreement to meet those 
agricultural and veterinary interests which had the best 
claim to be considered. ‘The scheduled operations are 
limited to those on horses and dogs, and a distinction is 
drawn between operations which should be performed 
under a general anzsthetic and those for which only a 
local anesthetic is required. I know it may seem rather 
curious to lay down anything stringent in the way of 
distinction between local and genera) anzesthetics, but I 
am told by young and progressive members of the vet- 
erinary profession that there is so much prejudice among 
certain of the older men against the use of anesthetics 
that, unless it is definitely laid down what shall be used, 
many operators will go on with the present practice of 
using no effective anesthetic whatever.” 
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“T ought perhaps to say that this Bill was in no way | object, in the first place, of bringing the penalty and 
suggested by the veterinary profession. Obviously, it cape Clauses into oo with the Summary nrisdiction 


would be a very invidious matter for them to bring 
forward. But although it is brought forward by myself 
and owners of animals who had seen veterinary oper- 
ations themselvss, we have certainly had the help of 
veterinary surgeons, who have been good enough to give 
very valuable criticism and advice. From the first the 
drafting of this Bill has met with strong support among 
horse-owners. It is going, I hope, to be seconded to-day 
by an hon. Member who takes a great interest in racing, 
and I am quite certain that, unless the measure was 
considered imperative in the interests of humanity, we 
should not have had the support which has been forth- 
coming in the past. More than one veterinary surgeon 
has confessed to me his feelings of horror at the suffer- 
ings he has had to inflict owing to the refusal of owners 
to allow the use of anesthetics. In view of the fact 
that it has long been recognised that, if a horse is unfit 
for work, no financial consideration shall absolve its 
owner from liability to a charge of cruelty if he does 
work it, it is surely not too much to provide that where 
owners for their own convenience and profit subject 
their helpless animals to severe and painful surgical 
operations, they should be compelled to find the few 
shillings which are necessary to secure the use of an 
anesthetic. 


The following are portions of the debate :— 


Sir Witt1aM Wuirta : I just want to say that I do 
not believe that you would get one dissentient voice 
among the 25,000 medical men. I believe that they 
would all accept this Bill with satisfaction and with 
very great pleasure. I want to associate myself with 
all that has fallen from the hon. and gallant Member 
who introduced the Bill. I think he may be perfectly 
satisfied that docking can be adequately dealt with by 
the use of local anzsthetics, and if on the Committee 
stage of the Bill docking is included among the oper- 
ations to be dealt with in that manner, I think that is 
all that is required. The Bill should also be applied to 
dogs. [ cannot see why colts under two years should 
be exempted. 

Lieut.-Col. GuinnEss : The reason is that you cannot 
perform the operations now almost universally applied 
to colts under a general anesthetic. There was a tre- 
mendous amount of opposition to the Bill in its original 
form because it applied to colts. 

Lieut.-Col. Raw : I agree with my colleagues that a 
very large number of operations can be performed 
efficiently with local anzsthetics instead of with general 
anzsthetics: there is no doubt about that. I should 
like to ask the hon. and gallant Gentleman if he is quite 
satisfied that it would be possible to give general anzs- 
thetics to animals in all the cases mentioned in the Bill. 
The yoognens of veterinary science and veterinary sur- 
gery has been extraordinarily great during the last few 
years. We all know the difficulty of giving animals, 
and especially horses, general anesthetics, and it might 
be that the extension of the list of operations under 
local anzesthesia might be less harmful to some animals 
than an attempt to give general anesthetics. 

Sir H. GREENwoop: May I say at once, on behalf of 
the Home Office and of the Board of Agriculture, that 
we do not oppose the Second Reading of this Bill? The 
measure itself is backed by Members sitting in all 
quarters of the House, and those who have spoken in 
support of it have done so with a special knowledge of 
the animals to which it refers. I want the hon. and 
gallant Member for Bury St. Edmunds and the hon. 
Gentlemen who support him to allow the Board of 
Agriculture or the Home Office when the Bill gets into 


Committee to make certain Amendments not with the 
object of affecting the principle of the Bill, but with the 





Act, I must also qualify he acceptance of the Bill by 
retaining the right to introduce at the proper time words 
or a new Clause to this effect :— 


“But nothing in the Act shall apply to any ex- 
periment to which the Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876, 
applies.” 

There may be other Amendments in Committee put 
forward by the Departments for which I speak to-day 
to more clearly define or qualify certain words and 
phrases and to make the Bill more accurately secure, an 
object which I think is most laudable. : 

Bill read a second time, and committed to a Standing 
Committee. 





TuBERCULOUS CATTLE. 


Brigadier-General Sir Owen Thomas asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Board of Agriculture 
whether, in view of the increase in tuberculous cattle in 
this country and the consequent danger to young children 
due to the consumption of infected milk, he would put 
in force the Order for compulsory notification by the 
owners of such cattle, which was suspended in 1914, and 
secure to the owners a fair compensation for cattle com- 
pulsorily slaughtered. 

Sir Arthur Boscawen: The Tuberculosis Order of 
1914 was issued under powers given to the Board by the 
Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, with the view of pre- 
venting the spread of tuberculosis in cattle. It has been 
decided to re-issue the Order as soon as the Milk and 
Dairies Act comes into operation. The Order provides 
for compensation according to scale for cattle slaugh- 
tered under its provisions. 








Demobilisation R.A.V.C. 


The War Office announces that the demobilisation of 
units of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps and Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps is still attended with some diffi- 
culty, especially in Egypt. Demobilisation of other 
units entails increased efforts on the part of the 
R.A.V.C., whose duties now comprise the taking over of 
incapacitated animals, classifying them according to 

and soundness for ultimate disposal, and preventing 
disease among them. 

Similar considerations apply to the demobilisation of 
the R.A.O.C. The Corps has to take over all the dis- 
carded impedimenta of a finits which require 
adequate custody until finally disposed of. 








Prosecution by R.C.V.S. 


At the Elham Petty Sessions on Thursday, before 
Mr. J. E. Quested (in the chair) and other magistrates, 
E. H. 8. Champneys, of Sellindge, was summoned for 
unlawfully acting as a qualified veterinary ee. 
Mr. A. K. Mowll appeared for the Royal College of Vet- 
erinary Surgeons, and Mr. H. Stainer for defendant, 
who pleaded guilty. 

Mr. Mowll said defendant was a very able man with 
regard to horses and had done business in the district 
for some years, but he was not a qualified veterinary 
surgeon. In this case Mr. Clement Hobson, of the 
Elham Stud Farm, wished to send some horses to Ire- 
land, and it was necessary for a certificate to be filled in 
certifying the animals were all right. Mr. Champneys 
was called in to examine the horses, which he did, and 
on the certificate which it was necessary to fill in he 
signed himself as a qualified veterinary surgeon. The 
College took a serious view of the case. 
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Evidence was given by Nicholas Crogan, stud groom 
to Mr. Olement Hobson. When the defendant filled the 
certificate up it was getting dark. Mr. Champneys 
did not say he was not qualified. 

For the defence Mr. Stainer said he understood from 
the defendant that he told Mr. Crogan he was not a 

ualified man and that he should call in Mr. Gulleford. 
hen defendant signed the certificate it was getting 
dark. Of course he should have carefully looked at the 
document. There was no question of defrauding any- 
one. 

Defendant was fined £2 and £1 1s. special costs.— 

The Kentish Observer. 





The Public School Spirit. 


People who love to stir up class wars are very hot just 
now on decrying “the public school spirit.” I think 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 





Extracts from London Gazette 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, May 17. 


The following are among the Decorations awarded by 
the King of Italy at various dates to the British Forces 
for distinguished services rendered during the campaign : 
The wary hy given unrestricted permission in all cases 
to wear the decorations and medals in question :— 

Croce pt GUERRA. 
* * % * 
Capt. (act. Maj.) T. J. Farrnruts, (Spec. Res.) 
Temp. Capt. G. GREEN. 
Temp. Capt. M. Sparrow. 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. Srornert, 0.8.£., (7.F.) 


Reeutar Forors. Roya ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
May 13. 


they would have had their — opened had they been—as | Temp. Capt. E. J. Burndred reliquishes the actg. rank 


I was—at a meeting in Lon 


wounded ! 

Hamilton that the number of wounded in past wars has 

a been 4 or 5 times larger than the number of 
i 


When you are reminded 


ese figures strike yon, as they struck him, as_| 


evidence of bey, exceptional determination and valour.” 
It was from the O.T.C.s that we got the officers, and the 


Duke of Connaught affirms that it was the public-schools | 


who made the 0.T.C.8.—The People. 








Tue R.A.V.C, Comrorts Funp. 

By kind permission of the President, a meeting of 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund 
will be held at th 
geons, Red Lion 


invited to attend. 
E. A. BLenxrnsop, Hon. Sec. 
29/7 Bramham Gardens, 8.W. 5 








Original articles and reports should be written on one side 


on on Friday to discuss a war | 
memorial to fallen Old Wellingtonians. 606 killed, 750 | 
by Sir Ian 





of Maj. on vacating the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Apr. 23), 
May 15. 


Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col.. A. Olver, ¢.B.. C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S. 


relinquishes the act. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold 
the appt. of p.p.v.s. (April 1); Temp. Capt. J. F. 
Donnelly resigns his commn. (May 16). 


Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. J. Biron retires in the 


British Isles (April 30). 
May 20. 


/Temp. Hon. Capt. J. Brown relinquishes his commn. 


on ceasing to be empld. (Mar. 24), and retains the 
hon. rank of Capt. 


| TERRITORIAL Force, Roya ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


| 


| 


e Royal College of Veterinary Sur- | 


May 19. 


act. ran 


Temp. o> (actg. Maj.) R. L. L. Hart, relinquishes the 
0 


f Maj on ceasing to be empld. (April 1). 





Square, on Tuesday, 3rd June at 3 o’c., | ——_—-—- 
to decide the disposal of the balance in hand when | 
the Fund is finally closed. All contributors are earnestly | 





OBITUARY. 


JoHN CLAYTON JONES, M.B.C.V.8., Newcastle Emlyn, 


Carmarthenshire. Graduated, Lond : Dec. 1875, 
Mr. Jones’ death occurred on Sunday, |8th inst. 


James Epwarp KITOHIN, M.R.C.V.S., Worship Street, 


London, E.C. New Edin. : April, 1878. 
Mr. Kitchin died at his residence, Glengall Lodge 


of the paper only and authentioated by the names and | Woodford Green, Essex, on Monday, 19th inst., aged 


addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


| 64 years. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 





















































Rabies. | Parasitic 
“vases ' _ Anthrax — Mange. Swine Fever. 
nfrmd, URRY Ee ttn — 
| ————_{ Ont- | Ar. Shee 
Period. 33 reaks| mais. [Ont | Ant | Soab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
§ = . breaks | tered. * 
FIO] (a) (0) () (a) ‘le 
Gr. B AIN. | | 
Week ended May17 | 6 6 10 92 | 1€3 60 32 
' 1918 4 4 | 38 | 163 2 40 14 
cae <5 1917 | 7 | 7 51] s8] 8] 66 24 
cetbet itc, | pad 14 | 15 | 4i|/ 68] 1] 140 | 438 
Total for 20 weeks, 1919 a5| 3] 77 | 105 | 19 | 154 6 | 30 | 2904 | 5739 211 | 598 224 
' 1918 | 124 | 139 14| 88] 2495 | 4771] 299] 459 184 
Comnsapenting 1917 259 | 294 “| 20 | 1848 | 2771] 364] 1053 | 444 
aia insole 1916 265 | 309 1 | %4 21 #2} 1300 | 8040] 170] 1924 | 6070 

















1) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
a Board of oa and Fisheries, May 20, 1919 


Notr.—The figures for the Ourrent Year are approximate only. 

















t Counties affected, animale attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses, 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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